VFA Work Shop- Activism is not a Crime

A.The Philippines: Land is life


1. Abundance of natural resources


a.Forest- 44%

Our forest wealth is estimated at P32, 600,000,000 (32.6 billion pesos) which is comparatively greater than that of China, Japan, or any other Asian country. Owing to our rich forest resources, forestry has become one of the major industries of our people.



b.Mineral Resources. 

1. Rich in both metallic and non-metallic minerals. 

2.Large deposits of gold, iron, coal, silver, copper, oil, chromite, manganese, asbestos, lead, asphalt, marble, cement, zinc, and other minerals. These are the veritable buried treasures of our race. In the course of time, as mining gains headway in the Philippines, these minerals will yield fabulous wealth to our nation.

3. Mining is one of our major industries. 

-Our country is No. 1 producer of gold in Southeast Asia and No. 3 producer of chromite in the world. 

-In the little island of Nonoc, off Surigao, has been found the world’s largest deposit of nickel. 

-The chromite deposite in Masinloc, Zambales, is said to be the largest in the world. Almost all kinds of minerals known to man are available in thePhilippines.

c.Agriculture. 

1. Fertile soil and a good climate. 

a.Soil is among the richest on earth. 

b.Capable of producing plentiful crops of rice, coconuts, hemp, sugarcane, tobacco, ramie, and other plants.

2. Rice
a.Staple food, 

b.Raised in all parts of the archipelago. 

c.Most of our rice harvests come from the Central Plain, “the rice granary of the Philippines”.



3. Cash Crops



a.Philippines ranks first in hemp and coconut production,

b.Fifth in sugar, and seventh in tobacco.

c.Hemp is known throughout the world as “Manila hemp”. It is an indispensable material in the navies of all powers.

            d.Copra, sugar, and cigars are famous in the world markets.

B.Obvious Question

2. With the abundance of resources, why is the Philippines so poor?

C.US Imperialism
1. Although corruption contributes to poverty, one must critically analyze US policy and presence in the Philippines to understand the root problems in Philippine society.

2. Imperialism-The system, policies, and/or practices of one nation to establish economic and political hegemony over other countries. Imperialism is the highest stage of capitalism. (Lenin 1916)
D.Brief history of US presence in the Philippines


1. Colony of Spain



a.1890s –Philippine independence movement



b. US will intervene and declare war on Spain




-US defeats Spain




-Philippines becomes a colonial territory of the US

2. Direct Rule
a.Intimate relationship will evolve between Americans and a new Filipino elite 

-New Filipino elite’s wealth will be based on an export agriculture economy



b.Philippine economy and politics will be under American control




-Americans will hold key political positions



c.Economy




-Free Trade agreements will be signed.

-Philippine Sugar, Rice will flood American markets free from tariffs = huge profits for Filipino elite

-American products will flood Philippine markets and distributed by Filipino elites = Huge profits for American companies and Filipino elite

-Creates a Philippine dependency on American markets

-American companies will set up shop in Philippines exploiting land and resources



d.Politics

-Filipino elite will use economic power to influence Philippine politics and protect economic interests of Filipino elite

-Americans in key political positions run a government that is counter to a nationalist movement 

e.Education

-Filipino elite will attend American universities learning about American style democracy and capitalism = generations of pro-American leadership that will further protect interests of Filipino elites

-Masses attend K-12 schools created by pro-American education system


3. Indirect Rule 

a. Over time, Americans will a slow transfer of (10-15 years) power to pro-American Filipino elite.




-Gives the illusion of Philippine nationalism and sovereignty.

E.Why is the US interested in the Philippines?


1. Strategically Located



-Protect and expand Asian markets


2. Exploit natural resources

F. 1947- Military Bases Agreement

1. Granting the United States a 99-year lease

2.20 bases or military reservations in the Philippines



-Clark Air Force Base



-Subic Naval Base 



-Largest US bases outside of the United States



-First overseas military base

3. The military bases exist in the Philippines to protect their newfound Asian markets and suppress internal opposition 

G.The social costs of US military bases 

1. Social costs were quickly evident to the people of the Philippines
a.Increase in prostitution surrounding the bases

b.Amerasian or mestizo babies left without fathers

c.Environmental costs

H.Filipinos protest US bases, 

1. Calling for the end of the US-RP Military Bases Agreement


-Violations of Philippine constitution

2. The protests succeeded, with the bases closing in 1992


3. Brief victory in terms of Philippine sovereignty

I.Continued US Military Presence

1. How did the US maintain its military presence in the Philippines without actual bases?

2. Despite the rejection of a new bases treaty, the Philippines remained on the radar of the US government. 

3. The US sought to regain its military foothold on the Philippines through various agreements that would give them flexibility and lessen issues that are associated with the unpopular bases treaty.

J.Visiting Forces Agreement (VFA)

1. In 1999, the Philippine Senate voted to ratify the RP-US Visiting Forces Agreement (VFA) 

2. Serves as a legal framework for the treatment of visiting American troops. 

3. More importantly, the agreement sets the legal basis for the stationing of US troops in the Philippines.

K. VFA: Nature, Scope, Problems

1. Unlike the bases treaty, the VFA has no duration. For all intents and purposes, it is in effect…FOREVER.

2. The VFA does not specify or limit the: 

a.Number of troops 

b.Areas in the Philippines that the “visiting” troops can access

c.Activities of the “visiting” troops

d.The US forces can deploy or station an unlimited number of troops anywhere in the Philippines for whatever unspecified activity.

L.What are the effects on the Filipino people?

1. Trampling of Philippine national sovereignty 

2. Abuse of Filipina Women

3. Human rights violations (abductions, extrajudicial killings, etc.)

M. Trampling on Philippine National Sovereignty

1. Philippine foreign policy shows full puppetry and dependence on US

2. The Philippine and US governments have sought to take away the gains achieved in the struggle to remove US military bases in the Philippines

N.Abuse of Filipina Women

1. Nicole, a Filipina woman whose convicted rapist, US Marine Lance Corporal Smith, spent the last two years under the protection of the US, is just one alarming story of the state’s participation in victimizing Philippine women through military forces.

2. After Nicole, another victim, Vanessa, was raped by a US marine April 18, 2009, inside a hotel room in Makati.  She has decided not to file a case because she was scared that the Philippine government would only favor the US, as with the result of Nicole’s case.
O.Extrajudicial Killings
1. Extrajucicial Killing- 2002, an innocent civilian was shot by an American soldier on combat patrol in Basilan. Buyong Buyong Isnijal was suspected of being a member of the Abu Sayaff Group.

P. Accidental Killing

1.Mar. 7, 2009: Jocelyn and her three children – Ina, 5; Daisy, 4; and Rafaela,1 had just finished lunch at the house of her sister-in-law Eufemia in Barangay (village) Balanac, Ligao, Albay on Feb. 18 when they heard gunfire from a distance.

2. Before they knew it, Eufemia’s house had been hit by a grenade. Jocelyn and her children were all wounded in the explosion, as were Eufemia and her son Julius and daughter Nene. Rafaela was the most seriously injured of them all, suffering wounds on her back and nape. They were all rushed to the nearest hospital, where Rafaela died around 24 hours later.

Q.US trained Philippine soldiers

1. Massacre in Hacienda Luisita

On November 16, 2004, the Philippine military fired bullets through the picket lines of striking workers of the Hacienda Luisita in Tarlac, leaving 14 farmers dead and 200 others wounded. This massacre was rooted in a labor dispute between the plantation’s workers and the management.

2. Rebelyn Pitao, who was a teacher at Saint Peter's College in Toril, Davao City, was abducted, tortured, and killed by elements of the Armed Forces of the Philippines on March 4, 2009, because her father was allegedly linked to the New People’s Army, the armed wing of the Communist Party of the Philippines.

3. Cris Hugo, a member of League of Filipino Students (LFS) in the Philippines, was murdered on March 19, 2006 by elements of linked to the Philippine military. He simply was working to address the issues of the education system, such as rising college tuition fees. 

4.Diosdado “Ka Fort” Fortuna, leader of the Nestle workers' union in the Philippines which has been on strike since January 14, 2002 and the chairperson of the KMU (Kilusang Mayo Uno) regional chapter of the Solidarity of Workers in Southern Tagalog, was shot dead in Southern Tagalog on Sept 22, 2005. He was killed by unidentified motorcycle-riding gunmen, believed to be linked to Philippine military, on his way home. 

R. Abductions and disappearances

1. Sherlyn Cadapan and Karen Empeño, two student activists who were abducted in 2006 and have been missing since then. Sherlyn and Karen were reported to have been brutally tortured and raped by their captors in military camps.

2. Jonas Burgos, an activist and son of the late renowned progressive journalist Jose Burgos, was abducted by elements of the Philippine military in broad daylight on April 28, 2007 in a crowded mall in Quezon City. He remains missing to this day.

3. On May 19, 2009, Filipina American activist Melissa Roxas was abducted by elements of the Philippine military. Fortunately, she has resurfaced after being missing and tortured for five days. She was in the Philippines volunteering as a health worker in Tarlac when she was abducted, along with her companions Juanito Carabeo and John Edward Handoc. Carabeo also resurfaced, however Handoc remains missing

S. How does this affect us?

1. US taxpayers

a.Unnecessary economic burden

2. US military aid to the Philippines:

-2007 = $30 million

-2008 = $30 million

-2009 = US is projected to give another $30 million

3. Obama’s and GMA have already pledged their commitment to a “long standing alliance,” particularly the Visiting Forces Agreement (VFA).

4. Filipinos (Filipino diaspora)

a.Continued emigration of Filipinos from their homeland


-Brain drain


-Cheap immigrant labor 

T. Trajectory of Spending

U. US Tax Dollars and the VFA


1. $30 billion sent to Philippine Military


2. Stipulation is to buy weapons from US corporations



a.Lockhead and Martin 



b.Carlyle Group

3. Weapons used in Political Killings and Abductions



ex. M16s, M60s, armalites, grenades, bullets all from 2 corporations


4. VFA


a. Military exercises



b. US military training




-Interrogations, torture, etc

5. The public justification of $30 billion and continuing VFA agreement is that it is necessary to fight terrorism.

6. However, it is evident that it is used to suppress Filipino political activism. 

V. Conclusion: So what can we do?

1. Get active! Join Bayan-USA and work on the JUNK the VFA campaign.

2. Write to US senators and congressmen urging them to cut US military aid to the Philippines

3. Sign the petition to Junk the VFA

http://www.ipetitions.com/petition/JunkVFAnow

4. Spread the information

5. Talk to your partner, friends, family, colleagues, etc.

